
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H245 January 10, 2017 
(Rick Johnson, the House speaker, said he 

did not recall the conversation but also that 
he had not promised Mr. Pumford the chair-
manship and would not have explained his 
reasons for withholding it.) 

Over time, the Great Lakes Education 
Project helped elect Republican majorities 
sympathetic to the DeVoses’ agenda. But the 
DeVoses’ lobbyists and operatives also dis-
covered less messy ways to advance legisla-
tion. 

Late one night of their last workweek in 
2015, the Michigan House and Senate were 
about to approve some uncontroversial 
changes to campaign finance law, when the 
bill abruptly grew by more than 40 pages. 

After the legislators discovered what they 
had voted for, many said they were horrified. 

Tucked away in the new pages was a provi-
sion that would have made it much harder 
for local bodies like school boards to raise 
money through property tax increases. 

‘‘Michigan schools will likely suffer the 
brunt of the impact because the vast major-
ity rely on periodic voter approval of local 
operating levy renewals for property taxes,’’ 
the ratings agency Moody’s wrote of the 
measure the following month. 

‘‘I was fooled into voting for something I 
opposed,’’ said Dave Pagel, a Republican rep-
resentative. ‘‘I consider it the worst vote I’ve 
made.’’ 

The chief culprits, according to Mr. Pagel 
and others at the state Capitol when the bill 
passed, were lobbyists closely tied to the 
DeVoses. 

Tony Daunt, a spokesman for the Michigan 
Freedom Fund, a nonprofit headed by the 
DeVoses’ longtime political aide, and whose 
political spending arm they have funded gen-
erously, said the group was ‘‘part of the dis-
cussion process with people in the legisla-
ture’’ about the proposal and ‘‘had consist-
ently expressed support for the policy.’’ 

The law was later blocked by a federal 
judge, but the group has vowed to try again. 

RADICAL SUSPICIONS 
Ms. DeVos’s advocates see in these fights 

the toughness to take on entrenched oppo-
nents of expanding reforms like charter 
schools and vouchers. 

In promoting Ms. DeVos in The Wash-
ington Post, Mitt Romney, the Republican 
Party’s 2012 presidential nominee, empha-
sized that her wealth gave her the independ-
ence to be ‘‘someone who isn’t financially bi-
ased shaping education.’’ He added, ‘‘DeVos 
doesn’t need the job now, nor will she be 
looking for an education job later.’’ 

But critics see someone with an unmistak-
able agenda. ‘‘The signs are there that she 
will do something radical,’’ said Jack Jen-
nings, a former general counsel for the House 
education committee. ‘‘Trump wouldn’t have 
appointed this woman for this position if he 
didn’t intend something radical.’’ 

Ms. KAPTUR. The article states: 
‘‘She is the most emblematic kind of 
oligarchic figure you can put in a cabi-
net position. . . . What she and the 
Kochs have in common is the unbridled 
use of wealth power to achieve what-
ever political goals they have.’’ 

If confirmed, Betsy DeVos would be 
responsible for administering our Na-
tion’s student loan portfolio and would 
have to ensure borrowers repay their 
loans in a timely manner. Yet, how can 
we believe she will demonstrate sound 
judgment in her responsibilities or be a 
role model when her own political or-
ganization has blatantly avoided pay-
ing legally obligated fines for her vio-
lations of Ohio’s election laws? 

Mr. Speaker, Betsy DeVos’ attempt 
to subvert the law and buy influence 

are diametrically opposed to every-
thing the President-elect advised was 
wrong with America. He wants to drain 
the swamp. No one in America should 
be above the law, and neither should 
Betsy DeVos be above the law. She 
ought to pay the $5.3 million she owes 
the people of Ohio. 

f 

SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
NOMINEE BETSY DEVOS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleagues, Representa-
tives BEATTY and KAPTUR, to address 
the Secretary of Education. 

Mr. Speaker, Betsy DeVos is an im-
minent and present danger to all of 
America’s children. She does not sup-
port public schools. Public schools are 
where 93 percent or better of all Amer-
ica’s children attend. She opposes in-
creased accountability and trans-
parency in for-profit schools, and has a 
privatization agenda that can set pub-
lic education back more than 50 years. 
Even more alarming, she breaks laws 
and does not pay her bills. DeVos has 
owed my home State of Ohio $5.3 mil-
lion since 2008 for violating campaign 
finance laws. Despite repeated at-
tempts to collect the money, she has 
failed to pay those fines. 

As ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Early Childhood, Ele-
mentary, and Secondary Education, I 
am deeply concerned about DeVos’ 
nomination for Secretary of Education. 
As a member of the Ohio delegation, I 
am appalled by her deliberate refusal 
to pay millions in fines she owes our 
State. We cannot give the purse strings 
of America’s education system to 
someone only concerned with her own 
bank account. And we cannot entrust 
the future of our children to a person 
who breaks the law, cozies up to Wall 
Street, and calls public schools, which 
I believe are the bedrock of our edu-
cation system, a dead end. 

I urge my Senate colleagues to vote 
‘‘no’’ on DeVos. The future of our coun-
try and our children are at stake. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of the universe, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

As the early days of the 115th Con-
gress play out, we are mindful and 
grateful that our Nation has once 
again experienced something so often 
lacking in our world’s experience: the 
peaceful transition of government. 

Though major change of party con-
trol did not take place in this Cham-
ber, it is still the American experience 
that our streets are peaceful and win-
ners and losers of elections move on 
with their lives in dignity. 

We thank You again for the inspira-
tion of our Nation’s Founders and the 
legacy they left us with. May the Mem-
bers of this assembly, and all Ameri-
cans, be worthy of that legacy. 

And may all that is done in the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BERGMAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER-ELECT 

The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-
tive-elect please present himself in the 
well. 

Mr. SCHRADER of Oregon appeared at 
the bar of the House and took the oath 
of office, as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that you will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that you take 
this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that 
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to 
enter, so help you God. 
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The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 

are now a Member of the 115th Con-
gress. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath of office to the Mem-
ber-elect, the whole number of the 
House is now 435. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NA-
TIONAL CHAMPION CLEMSON 
UNIVERSITY TIGERS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, early this morning, the 
Clemson University Tigers achieved 
the College Football National Cham-
pionship in what was one of the most 
stunning and unforgettable endings to 
a football game. Trailing behind the 
formidable University of Alabama for 
the majority of the game, the Clemson 
Tigers refused to be defeated, culmi-
nating in a come-from-behind win at 
literally the last second. 

Throughout the entire season, the 
Clemson football team has shown guts, 
grit, and determination to their team, 
their school, and the State of South 
Carolina. This was a well-deserved win 
for a remarkable school and a remark-
able program. I join my two sons, Ju-
lian and Hunter, who graduated from 
Clemson, and Clemson fans from across 
the Nation in celebrating this historic 
victory. 

Congratulations to Clemson super-
stars Deshaun Watson and Ben 
Boulware, who were named most valu-
able players for the game. Congratula-
tions as well to President Jim 
Clements and his wife, Beth. They are 
continuing in the world class tradition 
of Jim and Marcia Barker. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

Congratulations, Dabo Swinney and 
the entire Clemson football family. Go 
Tigers. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express strong opposition to 
any attempted repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act. In North Carolina, more than 
552,000 people have gained affordable 
health care through the Affordable 

Care Act. One of those residents is Mrs. 
Darlene Harris of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, who was born with a hole in 
her heart. Each and every breath she 
has taken has been a miracle. 

When her heart was beats away from 
rupturing, her husband’s insurance 
saved her life. Following his death, 
Darlene tried to cope without that in-
surance, gambling with her own life. 
Thanks to the ACA, she is free from 
that awful burden. 

A repeal of the Affordable Care Act 
would condemn millions of hard-
working Americans and their loved 
ones to the nightmare of the past when 
preexisting conditions were not cov-
ered. It is imperative that we not ig-
nore the pleas of our fellow Americans. 
It has and will continue to save the 
lives of our family, neighbors, and 
friends. I urge my colleagues to abso-
lutely object to any repeal of the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

f 

THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, this 
week kicks off the North American 
International Auto Show in Detroit. As 
a car guy all my life, I never missed 
the world’s premier automotive event, 
the greatest show on Earth. This year 
there is plenty to celebrate. 

Just yesterday, Fiat Chrysler an-
nounced it would create 2,000 jobs and 
invest $1 billion to modernize manufac-
turing plants in Michigan and Ohio. 
Last week, Ford scrapped plans for its 
facility in Mexico and instead promised 
to invest $700 million at the Flat Rock 
plant. This move will bring 700 new 
jobs to Michigan. These are exciting 
developments for our State’s economy 
and good paying jobs for our dedicated 
and talented workforce. 

Mr. Speaker, as everyone will see at 
this year’s auto show, Michigan con-
tinues to lead the way in car manufac-
turing. Working together, we can keep 
Michigan on the forefront of innova-
tion and mobility and keep making the 
best cars and trucks in the world right 
in our backyard, the motor capital of 
the world. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, let’s not make America sick 
again. 

I am deeply disappointed my Repub-
lican colleagues are moving forward 
with their plan to undo the historic 
progress we have made by expanding 
health coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act, repealing it and leaving mil-
lions of Americans with no coverage. 

While repeal and replace was an ab-
stract talking point for years, it is 
clear that there is no plan for replace-
ment, no plan. The new phrase ‘‘repeal 

and delay’’ will, in effect, be repeal and 
chaos, with no plan in place. 

Repeal will have real-life, personal 
impact on 30 million Americans who 
will stand to lose their health insur-
ance. The options for the 129 million 
Americans with preexisting conditions 
who have newfound health security 
would disappear. We would be return-
ing to a time of lifetime limits, annual 
caps for care, and consumers will be 
sold junk health plans at high costs. 

Not only will the newly insured suf-
fer, repeal would destabilize the indi-
vidual health insurance market and 
send the healthcare system into dis-
array. Let’s don’t make America sick 
again. Let’s have no repeal without a 
replacement. 

f 

THANK YOU TO MICHIGAN’S FIRST 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say thank you to the people of 
Michigan’s First Congressional District 
for giving me the opportunity to rep-
resent them in Congress. I would also 
like to thank my wife, Cindy, and our 
children and grandchildren for their 
constant and unwavering support. 

It is truly an honor and a privilege to 
be here, and I am so humbled to be 
doing the people’s work in the House of 
Representatives. I came to Congress 
not only to restore common sense and 
fiscal sanity to the Federal Govern-
ment but, most importantly, to serve 
the constituents of Michigan’s First 
District and to be their voice in Wash-
ington. 

We have a new opportunity ahead of 
us to bring industry and prosperity 
back to the American people, but it is 
up to us here in Congress to do the 
work and put in the long hours it will 
take to get there. My promise today is 
that I will work tirelessly for my dis-
trict and do everything I can to make 
sure we are leaving a better country 
for our children and grandchildren. 

Again, thank you to the people of 
Michigan’s First Congressional District 
for this opportunity. 

f 

DON’T TURN YOUR BACK ON 
MILLIONS OF FAMILIES 

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, since 
the Affordable Care Act was signed 
into law, millions of Americans have 
gained access to valuable healthcare 
services, and every American has seen 
their health insurance benefits im-
prove. 

While there are ways the Affordable 
Care Act can be improved, we cannot 
afford to go back to the days when big 
insurance companies had the power to 
decide what care Americans could re-
ceive, deny coverage to children with 
diagnosed conditions, cancel coverage 
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